Fitting guidelines for the “Westminster” design redwood porch
Thank you for purchasing our Westminster design redwood porch.
The porch is delivered via a pallet courier on
a tail lift wagon.
The front truss is the most critical part of the
construction, so we assemble this on the
bench before delivery.
The remainder of the porch comes flat packed in
kit form/sections.
Please note that the pallet packaging is not
waterproof so you will need to keep the timber
sections dry until they are treated with your
choice of exterior wood finish.

The redwood will be bare timber and untreated, ready for you to apply your choice of exterior
wood finish (stain or paint). We recommend that you apply this finish before installation,
to ensure that all surfaces are fully protected.

It is not recommended that the posts go
down into the ground.
In some cases, customers build a small dwarf
wall for the posts to sit on or a brick pillar.
We can supply natural sandstone “staddle”
stones for the posts to sit on (sold separately).
They come pre-drilled with a stainless-steel
fixing pin to accept the post. They can be
concreted into the ground leaving around
200mm protruding from the ground.
There are 2 different designs: Straight 150mm x
150mm or 200mm x 200mm with bevelled
edges.
Once the stones are set (or the walls are
built), 2 holes are knocked into the house
wall to accept the other end of the wall
plate.
You can then take an exact measurement for
the length of the post. Use a level to transfer
a line from the top of the stone to the house
wall and then measure up to the hole.
If you don’t want to knock into the house
wall we can supply Rear Stubs to fix the wall
plates to. Please Note: the Rear Stubs do
NOT come as standard (sold separately).

If required, the posts can be trimmed exactly to length
on site.
We can cut them to the exact length in the workshop if
you can provide us with an exact measurement when
ordering.

A hole is then drilled into the centre of the post to
accept the stainless-steel dowel (if using the staddle
stones).
It is advisable to use clear silicone to set the pin into
the stone and post with. This should also be used to
seal the joint between the stone and the post. This
will help to prevent any moisture wicking up into the
post.

The first post and the wall plate can then be stood
up.
It is advisable to use a construction adhesive
between the stone and the bottom of the post.
The wall plates should then be fixed into place
with screws. It is also advisable to glue the joint.

Repeat the same process for the other post and check
that they are level in all directions.

The rear rafters can then be fixed on. Make sure that
the projection of the posts is correct before doing so.
The measurement from the wall to the front of the
posts should be 1000mm.
They are screwed into the wall plate but not fixed at
the top for the time being.

The front truss can then be drilled, ready to be
fixed into position.

The front truss is then secured into position.
Check the level of the posts again at this point.

The ridge board is the next piece to go on.
It will need notching on site, to allow it to sit over the
front truss.
Make sure that the front truss is perfectly vertical
and also that the rear wall is vertical.
The rear rafters can then be fixed at the top through
the ridge.

The rear rafters can then be secured back to the wall.

The centre rafters can then be screwed into position.
The front rafters have a stop chamfer on the front
edge.
They can also be fixed into position.

The corner braces are universally handed and predrilled, ready to be screwed into
position.

The frame of your porch is now finished.
Before applying the roof covering it is an ideal
opportunity to think about the roof lining.
There are a few choices;
It can be left so the slate/tiles are visible from the
underside.
It can be done in a sheet board and painted white,
so contrasting with the timber.
Or we can supply redwood tongue and groove
boarding to be visible from underneath the porch.

The boarding is simply fixed down from the top
before the roof covering goes on.
It is important that this does not get wet.

The porch can now have your choice of roof covering
applied.
It is advisable to give it another coat of exterior wood
finish at this point.

We appreciate all your feedback and pictures of
completed porches.

